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General elections have been scheduled for Dec. 16. Nov. 5: The independent Electoral Council
barred 10 of the 26 declared candidates from running for president, based on failure to comply with
filing procedures. Included among the disqualified were Claude Raymond, army chief of staff under
the Duvalier regime, and Roger Lafontant, former interior and defense minister and chief of the
Tonton Macoute militia. The Electoral Council based its decision on technicalities, not on Article
291 of the 1987 Constitution, which bars criminal supporters of past dictators from running for office
until 1997. Council member Jean-Francis Merisier said the decision was based on election rules. He
said application of Article 291 would have been ambiguous because no candidate has been tried in
a court of law for murder, torture, or misappropriation of public funds. Raymond has been accused
publicly of having participated in the massacre that aborted the 1987 presidential elections. He
has never been charged. Human rights organizations have accused Lafontant of multiple human
rights violations. An arrest warrant charging him with conspiring against national security was
never served. Also disqualified was conservative candidate Gregoire Eugene, who as a dissident
was exiled by Duvalier. The council said he failed to pay the required deposit and failed to furnish
a bank account statement. Among candidates who qualified for the race is the Rev. Jean-Bertrand
Aristide, described as a populist priest, and well-received by the nation's poor majority. Nov. 6:
Lafontant told reporters election officials lied to prevent his candidacy, and that he would appeal the
decision. On Tuesday evening, the Electoral Council barred former president Leslie Manigat from
running for the presidency. Manigat was deposed in a 1988 coup after six months in office. Officials
cited an article of the constitution that says the "president may not be re-elected" unless five years
have passed between terms. Technically, Manigat is still president because the constitution made
no provision for coups, said council member Jean-Francis Merisier. Also disqualified from the
presidential race was Clemard Joseph Charles, a Duvalierist banker. The council said he was wanted
in the US but gave no details. Nov. 7: The election campaign officially opened, to continue until Dec.
14. Nov. 11: According to the Associated Press, about 300 election observers from 30 nations are
currently in Haiti. The observers are part of a team from the United Nations and Organization of
American States. (Basic data from AP, 11/05/90, 11/07/90, 11/11/90)
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